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EDITORIALS |

WHO WON AND LOST THE ELECTION?
We are receiving many constructive communi-

cations and hearing some few carping comments
.on the chiropractic and osteopathic majorities at
the recent election. Constructive communications
are coming from institutions, organizations and
representative members of the medical profession
who did what they could to defeat the three
destructive Initiatives Nos. 16, 20 and 28.

Those who were distinguished. by inaction, in-
difference and lack of co-operation during the
campaign are still distinguishing themselves by
criticizing those who worked hard and unselfishly
to keep the cults from lowering educational stand-
ards and removing vital public health safeguards.
They are -saying now, "Why were we not in-
formed that the chiropractic and osteopathic Initi-
atives were so serious and we could have defeated
them as easily as we defeated anti-vivisection."

Anti-vivisection was defeated by a larger ma-
jority on November 7 this year than it was at the
general election two years ago. There is a law
in California compelling all persons, committees,
firms, associations or groups of persons who ex-
pend effort and money to influence the action of
the electors for or against the adoption of any
initiative, referendum measure or constitutional
amendment to file in the office of the Secretary of
State an itemized statement covering campaign
expenses. Against the chiropractic and osteopathic
and anti-vivisection Initiatives the only organiza-
tion to file the statement required by law is the
League for the Conservation of Public Health.

Records are therefore available which completely
contradict those who try to claim credit for the
victory on No. 28 and try to discredit others for
the loss on Nos. 16 and 20.

For many months we have been pointing out the
probability that the chiropractic and osteopathic
measures would be adopted in California because
the medical profession in many other States had
allowed them to pass without opposition. Many
people who have come to California from such
States were unable to understand why the medical
profession here should oppose cult measures which
the medical profession did not oppose "back
home."

In the May issue of the Journal we pointed out
the serious character of the chiropractic and osteo-
pathic Initiatives and urged -all health departments,
State, tounty and city, all hospitals, civic and fra-
ternal organizations, women's clubs, insurance com-
panies and welfare societies as well as all members
of the medical profession to oppose actively No. 16,
the chiropractic Initiative, and No. 20, the osteo-
pathic Initiative. (No. 28 was not filed at that
time but The League was campaigning against
the proposed anti-vivisection measure which was
filed in June.) We stated in that editorial with

prophetic accuracy: "Few voters can spare the
time to investigate the extravagant claims made by
this aggressive chiro-osteo combination. If those
who are informed neglect to co-operate in broad-
casting the facts and exposing the vicious character
of these two initiatives, it is probable that quackery
will win and create a chaotic condition in the
field of medical, hospital and health work.
The League for the Conservation of Public

Health truly assessed the campaign strength of the
cultists and informed by letter, by addresses, by
interviews, by literature all those who are osten-
sibly interested in scientific medical practice and
progress and public health work. A careful record
has been kept of those who did and did not co-
operate. This record tells who won and lost the
election.

In a broader and truer sense the people of
California lost the election and their loss will
become apparent in the days to come. All the
interest we had in the campaign, all that we did
and all that the League for the Conservation of
Public Health urged us to do was inspired by the
permanent interest we have in maintaining and
promoting all the agencies of modern medicine for
the benefit of all. How seriously those interests
will be affected was pointed out in the leading
editorial of the October issue of the Journal en-
titled "Trafficking with Health."
A cursory glance at the election returns shows

that a majority of the voters of certain sections of
California preferred the irresponsible misstate-
*ments of the exponents of chiropractic and osteo-
pathic colleges to the responsible statements of the
President of the University of California, the
President of Stanford University, the health offi-
cers, hospitals, nurses and others qualified to speak
on educational and health subjects.

This revolt against Education as the basis of
the scientific practice of the healing art is signifi-
cant and will undermine all our dependable health
agencies unless it is checked.

STANFORD'S MEDICAL MILLION
Stanford University is asking the citizens of

California to add one million dollars to the
endowment of her medical school and hospitals.
They should have the million dollars, and every
forward looking citizen should help them to get it.
Contributing to an endowment of this character
is not charity and it is not a gift; it is an invest-
ment in character building, better citizenship,
better medicine and better public health, and will
pay large and increasing dividends.

For the last several years more than two-thirds
of the new licentiates of educated physicians of
this State have been recruited by the importation
from other States and countries. The normal
annual replacement and expansion needs of the
State for educated physicians is about four hundred
of which the three schools of California supply
about 110. We are importers of talent when we
should be exporters of talent, as we are exporters
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in so many other important lines. Many well pre-
pared young men and women citizens of this State
are forced to go elsewhere to get their medical
education because of inadequate funds for the ex-
pansion of our own schools. This is not only
expensive for the students and their families, but
in the end it is expensive for the State. Of course,
there always will be some of our students who will
elect to secure their medical education elsewhere
and some physicians from other States always will
come to California to live and practice their pro-
fession. Both of these movements are necessary
and desirable, but it should never be necessary,
because of lack of facilities, for a Californian to
go East to secure his 'education.

If California is to maintain her recognized place
in scientific and intellectual practices and proceed-
ures; if she is desirous of stopping retrogressive
tendencies in medical public health and social wel-
fare standards and thus enhance her prestige in
other lines, enlarged medical opportunities are
essential.

Individuals and small groups of citizens are
endowing medical schools in several places in our
country. Any one of a number of these schools
has received, or is about to receive, more mil-
lions from a single person than are asked for from
all of us by both the Stanford and the University
of California schools. Medical education is ex-
pensive. It is constantly becoming more expensive.
It is the hardest, most trying, most expensive in
the time, energy and money of the student of any
of the learned vocations. It cannot be otherwise.
The studies constantly grow more difficult and no
physician has ever been, or ever will be, over edu-
cated. One hundred per cent of them will tell
you that they have not had enough. However,
when viewed from the standpoint of a great State
there are credits of incalculable value constantly
being entered against the costs of medical edu-
cation. The stabilizing influences on public opinion
emanating from the faculties and laboratories can-
not be expressed in figures but they are tangible to
every thinking person. The returns in safety in
commerce, quarantine, industry, other professions
and home life are more tangible and more appreci-
ated. As a single example the saving to the people
of this State by the researches of the two medical
school faculties in pointing the way to the olive
industry during their recent difficulty, means many
millions in dollars and in useful lives saved. The
extension and fine service of the teaching hospitals
and their various life-comforting and life-saving
auxiliaries is known and appreciated by untold
thousands of our citizens, who otherwise might be
unable to secure all that they required.
The medical profession of the State always has

wanted to see San Francisco and Los Angeles
as two great medical centers. Our schools are of
the best, but they have not been able to expand
and beco'me the Meccas they are entitled to be.
We ought to be the stopping places as we are the
gateways for all the countiies and millions of
'people of the Orient and Far East. For years
past, and even at present, they are using us as

medical gateways but not enough as stopping
places. All we need is endowment and the appli-
cation of the well known California idea as ex-
pressed in other activities and the gateway will be
converted into an intellectual, social and even
financial harvest. As President Wilbur has said,
Stanford's medical mission endowment is the prob-
lem of every loyal, forward looking Californian.
When the time comes for a similar campaign by
the University of California Medical School and
hospitals, that also will be our problem. Let us
make the gateway lead into California's fertile
fields and as East is both directions from this gate-
way, let us open it straight up.

STUDIES IN CLAY
Barnum's statement about "one being born

every minute" is being most exquisitely demon-
strated by the use of "beauty clays." The in-
creasing variety, volume and extravagance of the
advertisements of the "virtues" of clay and mud
as beautifiers of the skin indicates a large volume
of profitable business. It takes many sales of dirt,
even at ten dollars a pound, to pay for the exten-
sive advertising now being displayed. According
to the claims of some of the gentry who deal in
clay, this beautifier promises to make Cleopatras
of all and sundry and, what is of more interest,
it promises to injure the toilet soap business. We
have been requested in letters to say something
about this fad. There is only one phase of it
that is important enough to notice. If we must
use clay as a skin beautifier, why don't we use
California clay; market it by California business
men and thus save all the profits in sales and
advertising to our own community? Gentlemen
of the Chamber of Commerce, we offer you the
opinion that there is a fortune in California clay
if you will act quickly before some other "beau-
tifier" is "discovered."

COLLECTION AGENCIES
A number of the members of the California

Medical Association have requested that we call
editorial attention to this subject. There are
undoubtedly perfectly good reliable collection agen-
cies in California handling physicians' accounts.
It is also a fact that there are a number who are
unreliable and, in certain instances, probably dis-
honest. Every physician should be extremely
careful of the standing of the firm to whom he
delivers his accounts for collection. Once these
accounts are in the hands of an agency it is;
exceedingly difficult by process of law either to
get the accounts back again or to enforce payment
by the agency of fees already collected.
The JOURNAL carries the advertisements of two

collection agencies that have been recommended
by members of our organization. The JOURNAL
would appreciate letters of commendation or criti-
cism regarding any agency engaging in this line
of business in this State. Letters will be treated
as confidential at the request of the writer.


